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SUBJECT: TERRORIST ATTACKS AND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SECURITY 

REF: STATE 212490 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER DISCUSSED INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SECURITY 
WITH MARIANO TIRADO, CHIEF OF TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICA- 
TIONS SECTION, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, REGARDING 
CONDITIONS IN VENEZUELAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS. 

TIRADO OF OPINION THAT AIRPORT SECURITY IS ADEQUATE BUT 
IN VIEW OF LACK OF LOCAL INCIDENTS, TIRADO FEELS PERSONNEL 
INVOLVED IN AIRPORT SECURITY HAVE A RELAXED ATTITUDE 
REGARDING THE MATTER. ACCORDING TO TIRADO, INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT SECURITY COMES UNDER AT LEAST TWO VENEZUELAN 
POLICE ENTITIES. PERIMETER SECURITY; CONTROL OF CUSTOMS 
AREA AND BUILDING SECURITY COMES UNDER THE GUARDIA NACIONAL, 
WHILE PASSENGER SCREENING IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
DIRECCION INTELIGENCIA SERVICIO DE PREVENCION (DISIP). 

IN ADDITION, TIRADO SAID THATTHE GERMAN GOVERNMENT HAD 
MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE AN UNARMED GERMAN OFFICIAL 
ENGAGED IN PASSENGER SCREENING FOR ALL LUFTHANSA 
DEPARTURES AND ARRIVALS. 

2. EMBASSY EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THAT HOLDERS OF DIPLO- 
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EXAMINATION PROCEDURES ON BOARDING, OTHER PASSENGERS 
APPEAR TO BE EXAMINED BY MAGNETOMETERS AND OTHER 
SCREENING DEVICES AS WELL AS, OCCASIONALLY, BODY SEARCH. 

3. ACCESS TO IN-TRANSIT PASSENGER LOUNGES AND OTHER 
NORMALLY RESTRICTED AREAS IS NORMALLY AFFORDED MEMBERS 
OF DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, HIGHER RANKING GOV OFFICIALS 
AND VERY FEW OTHERS. 

4. TIRADO SAID THAT DESPITE ADEQUACY OF SECURITY 
PROCEDURES HE WOULD ASCERTAIN FROM APPROPRIATE GOV 
OFFICERS WHETHER OR NOT THERE IS INTEREST IN TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE TO ENHANCE OVERALL SECURITY. 
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